Sweaty Skin
This activity illustrates one of the skin's functions.

Materials:  2 Thermometers


Cotton Ball


Cardboard to use as a fan

1. Wrap a wet cotton ball around the bulb of one thermometer. Place a second thermometer next to the first one. Sketch your experiment in your science journal.
2. After two minutes, record the temperature reading on each thermometer.

3. Using a piece of cardboard, fan both of the thermometers for several minutes.  The cardboard should be at least 10 cm from the thermometers. Record the temperature.

4. Make a data table in your journal to show your results.

Measuring:  Which of the thermometers had a lower temperature after Step 3?  How does this activity relate to the role of skin in regulating body temperature? Record answers in journal.
What Can You Observe About Skin?
1. Using a hand lens, examine the skin on your hand.  Look for pores and hairs on both the palm and back of your hand. Sketch these in your science journal.
2. Place a plastic glove on your hand. After five minutes, remove the glove.  Then, examine the skin on your hand with the hand lens.  Draw your observations again.

Think It Over

Compare your hand before and after wearing the glove.  What happened to the skin when you wore the glove? Why did this happen. Record in your science journal.
